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very TYO member who has set foot in Tamil Eelam

knows, when you visit the homeland, it is inevitable to not
build a relationship with a freedom fighter. They are everywhere
you go; they mingle amongst the people.

Kalai Alagan Anna was one such freedom fighter. He was a
young, charming anna, who befriended us when we set foot on
our home soil. He joked with us, advised us, and shed tears
when we left.

We can still recall our moments with him — when he con-
vinced us that he had a twin, when he competed with others to
sit next to us on the bus so he could entertain us with his kadi
jokes, when he blushed as he heard the boys from our group
comment on how good looking he was.

Kalai Anna, as we lovingly referred to him, made the effort to
keep in touch with those of us he met in Tamil Eelam. He put a
smile on our faces with his regular emails, and our hearts
skipped a beat when on our phones we heard the familiar
“Vanakkam. Naan ingey Kalai Alagan kathaikkiren. Eppadi
irukkireengal?”

To accept that we will no longer hear that sweet caring voice
is too much to bear.

Kalai Anna earned our respect with his wisdom, and won our
hearts with his humour. We will miss his emails, his calls, the
sound of his voice and the warmth of his smile. But most of all,
we will miss his jokes.

Kalai Anna, thank you for making us laugh. We will miss you
so very much.

Tamil Youth Organisation
Australia
18 April 2007
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