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day, at a time when
the Sri Lanka army has
reduced its recruitment
age to 17 in its bid to battle
against Tamil resistance, it
seems that President D.B.-Wi-
jetunga is bent on doing his
share for Sinhala chauvinism.
During the first week of Sep-
tember, President Wijetunga ad-
dressing a Seminar for govern-
ment officials held in Hamban-
tota in the South of Sri Lanka
gave expression to some of his
inner feelings.

Said he: “’Please do not con-
done the practise of referring to a
so called ethnic problem. Because
there is no such problem... Two of
my secretaries are Tamil. If Sin-
halese and Tamils intermarry, work
together, live together, how can
anyone say there is communalism
in the country. The LTTE is trying
to paint the situation as an ethnic
crisis..: People in the North were
given universities and other cen-
tres of education. They are being
given government jobs according
to the ethnic ratio. They got elec-
tricity generated by the Laxapana
hydro power project. Sinhalese
have looked after Tamils for sev-
eral thousands of years and have
treated them as brothers. They treat
Tamils so even today and they will
do so in the future t00.”’

Thinking perhaps that his re-
marks may be dismissed as the

insist on waging war on the flimsy
excuse of an ‘ethnic problem’.”’

Appearances to the contrary,
President Wijetunga was not speak-
ing in jocular vein: President Wi-
jetunga has two Tamil secretaries,
therefore he feels there is no Tamil
ethnic problem. Tamils should be
suitably grateful that two of them
have had the good fortune of di-
rectly serving their Sinhala ruler,
at and during his pleasure.

mils and Sinhalese inter
marry, therefore Presi-
dent Wijetunga feels there is no
ethnic problem. Given that there
are seven Sinhalese for every two
Tamils in the island, it is not
difficult to see the attraction that
Sinhala chauvinism has for in-
termarriage as a way of acceler-
ating the assimilative process - if
you cannot kill them off, marry
them.

But then according to President
Wijetunga, the Sinhalese have been
looking after the Tamils like broth-
ers. And, he was not joking. Hun-
dred of Tamils were killed by
Sinhala mobs in 1958, thousands
in 1977 and again during the
planned genocide of 1983. It was
all done in a frenzy of brotherly
affection. Clearly President Wije-
tunga subscribes to the view that
brotherly love takes many forms.

Again, according to President
Wijetunga, the Tamils have also
been ‘given’ ‘universities and oth-
er centres of education’. Listeners

- the Tamil brother gives and the
Sinhala brother takes University
admission places.

And as for ‘giving’ other
‘centres of education’,
there was, again, the little matter
of the burning of the Jaffna Public
Library in 1981 whilst two of Pres-
ident Wijetunga’s fellow cabinet
ministers were in Jaffna. In Pres-
ident Wijetunga’s book, the burn-
ing was, no doubt, a brotherly act
of affection by hundreds of Sinha-
la policeman imbued by the desire
to ‘looking after’ those Tamils who
had begun, foolishly, to think of
looking after themselves.

According to President Wije-
tunga, Sinhala kindness also ex-
tended to ‘gifting’ their Tamil
brothers with electricity from Lax-
apana. After all, the Laxapana
hydro electric project was situated
in the Sinhala south and the big
Sinhala brother in a spirit of broth-
erly affection actually permitted
(surprise, surprise) eleciricity gen-
erated by a project funded by the
Sri Lanka government to be sold to
Tamil consumers who were citi-
zens of the country! Perhaps be-
cause the Tamils had not shown
their gratitude in an appropriate
manner, electricity has now been
cut off and an economic blockade
imposed on the North - until such
time as the Tamils express a desire
to be ‘looked after’ by their Sinha-
1a brothers again.

SaysPresident Wijetunga: Gov-

The brazenness with which President Wijetunga declares today:
“Ethnic problem? What ethnic problem?”’ insults not simply the
intelligence but also the common sense of his listeners.

momentary abérration of a Sinhala
political leader groggy with recent
military reverses, President Wije-
tunga returned to the fray the fol-
lowing week at a special Central
Committee meeting of the UNP
Branch at Hanguranketha - again
in the South of Sri Lanka. He said
(with almost imperial authority):

“*There is no ethnic problem in
the North - it is only a terrorist
problem...We have done a lot for
the Tamil speaking people. Tamil
isanofficial language. Tamils hold
very high positions in the public
service It is the terrorists who

may have been forgiven if they had
got the impression that universi-
ties had been somehow ‘gifted’ by
the Sinhala people, as a token of
their brotherly affection, without
any contribution from Tamil tax
payers. Be that as it may, there was
the little matter of standardisation
which President Wijetunga was
reticent about in a brotherly sort of
a way - standardisation that pre-
vented qualified Tamil students
fromgaining admission to Univer-
sities. Presumably President Wi-
jetunga felt that between brothers,
there should be some give and take

ernment jobs are according to the
ethnic ratio, and this shows that
there is no ethnic problem. Selec-
tion for government jobs will not
be on merit and this shows there is
no ethnic problem. Some of his
listeners may have found the logic
baffling but in matters of brother-
ly affection, sentiment often clouds
rational thought. Adds President
Wijetunga: ‘“Tamil is now an offi-
cial language and therefore there
is no ethnic problem.’”” But the
Constitution secures that the Sin-
hala brother will be able to contin-
ue to ‘look after’ his Tam11 broth-

“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ- |
ence because of the systematic oppres-
our people by the Sri Lankan

sion of
state...”

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

" LTE destroys tws S Laska Be

Ethnic Problem? [ Luk A.~
EthnidRiohlemza bl Misadventure

he Sri Lankan Army’s grandiosely code
' named ‘Operation Yal Devi ’ (after yes
' teryears ‘express train to Jaffna) was
stopped in its tracks by determined resistance by
the Liberation Tigers after four days of heavy
fighting in late September/early October.

The Sri Lankan offensive was launched at the crack of
dawn on 28 September and was accompanied by indiscrim-

of Tomll Eelcm

“The security forces expedtion to Kilali has been &t the
expense of 111 dead, 167 wounded and seven missing in
action. Apart from human casualties, they have lost equnp
ment worth several million rupees. The loss of equipment is
costly not only in terms of money but also of the gain to the
enemy.” (Sinhala owned Sri Larka Sunday Times, 10 October 1993

S

er. It enacts: ‘Sinhalese shall be
the official language. Tamil will
also be an official language.” Itis
the old formula of Sinhala Only
and Tamil Also dressed up in new
clothes and government offices in
the island continue to function in
the old way in Sinhala.

The patronising, big brother
ly attitude that President
Wijetunga adopts reveals the un-
derlying psyche of Sinhala chau-
vinism. ‘Sinhalese have looked
after Tamils’, “We have done a lot
for the Tamils’. That which Pres-
ident Wijetunga prefers pot to un-
derstand is that the Tamil people’s
response for some years now has
been: ‘“You have ‘looked after’ us
enough. We have suffered enough.
We plan to look after ourselves.”

Ofcourse, it is not that Presi-
dent Wijetunga is unaware of the
decades of systematic oppression
of the Tamil people by a Sinhala

inate bombing of civilian population centres in the Jaffna
peninsula. (see back page: report on Eelam Tamil protest
before the office of the European Parliament in London.)

e Sri Lanka offensive, which was reportedly on the
drawing boards for about three weeks, was launched in

the aftermath of the successful attack by the Sea Tigers on the
300 million rupee Sri Lankan DVRO Fast Attack Craft on 29
August and the loss of more than 50 million rupees worth of
weapons and ammunition to the LTTE in Janakapura Camp
attack on 24 July. The objective of the offensive as spelt out
in the operations order, was to destroy the fleet of boats and
the Sea Tiger base in Kilali from which the LTTE moved
men and material for its guerilla campaign in the East. In the
= end, the Sri Lanka Army, unable to hold Kilali, retreated
i back to its Elephant Pass Base.

continued on page 3

Sri Lankan unitary state. The
United National Party manifesto
on which President Wijetunga
and his party campaigned for
election in 1977 declared:

“*The United National Party
accepts that there are numerous
problems confronting the Tamnil
speaking people. The lack of a so-
lution to their problems has made
the Tamil speaking people support
even a movement for the creation of
a separate state.... The party when it
comes to power will take all possible
steps to remedy their grievances in
such fields as (1) education (2) col-
onisation (3) Use of Tamil Lan-
guage (4) Employment in Public
and Semi Public Corporations.”’

The brazenness with which
President Wijetunga declares
today: “Ethnic problem? What
ethnicproblem?’’ insults not sim-
ply the intelligence but also the

common sense of his listeners.
coutmued on page 3
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LTTE leader, Velupillai Pirabakaran on the

ideals and objectives of the struggle for Tamil Eelam:

Page 2

"Freedom s not a commodity for purchase and sale”

elupillai Pirabaka

ran’saddressin Tamil

on the occasion of
Maha Veerar Thinam (Nation-
al Heroes Day) an year ago, in
November 1992 encapsulated
theidealsand objectives of the
struggle for Tamil Eelam. It
was also amoving testament to
the determination of a leader
who has committed his life to
that struggle.

Today, at a time when Sri
Lanka’s Sinhala President,
D.B.Wijetunga beats the war
drumsin the South and claims

that thereis no ethnic problem
toresolve, Velupillai Pirabaka-
ran’s conclusion an year ago
that ‘‘as long as the Sinhala
nation is buried in the mud of
racist politics, we cannot ex-
pect a fair and reasonable solu-
tion from the Sinhala rulers’’
stands vindicated. That which
follows is an English transla-
tion of the Tamil original of
Velupillai Pirabakaran’s ad-
dress:

My Beloved People of Tamil Eelam:

goal and tremendous courage that
transcends the fear of death. Our
struggle which hasevolved through
these remarkable feats of self-sac-
rifice, has become a guide and a
driving force to the oppressed peo-
ple of the world.

he strength of our struggle

arises from the fierce de-
termination of our fighters. Their
firm commitment and their cour-
age to act without the fear of
death are the force and resource
of our struggle, The whole world
is providing arms and funds to
our enemy. We are not begging

ristic approach. The Government
is primarily concerned with mod-
ernising the armed forces, escalat-
ing the war of aggression and to
seek a military solution.

From the strategy of the Gov
ernment we must be quite
clear about one thing.- That is,
there has been no change in the
hegemonic attitude of Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinism to dominate
and rule over the Tamil nation by
armed might. As long as the
Sinhala nation is buried in the
mud of racist politics, we cannot
expect a fair and reasonable so-

“(Though) the enemy has suffered set-backs in the war front and faces serious economic crisis as
a consequence of the war and despite its realisation that the LTTE cannot be defeated militarily, the
Sri Lankan regime has not given up its militaristic approach. The Government is primarily
concerned with modernising the armed forces, escalating the war of aggression and seeking a
military solution. From the strategy of the Government we must be quite clear about one thing. That
Jis, there has been no change in the hegemonic attitude of Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism to dominate
and rule over the Tamil nation by armed might. As long as the Sinhala nation is buried in the mud
of racist politics, we cannot expect a fair and reasonable solution from the Sinhala rulers.”

'l'bday is Heroes Day. It is the
sacred day when we cherish
in our memory those exceptional
beings who, by their sacrifice, have
made our freedom struggle a heroic
epic in the annals of world history.

Our heroes are supreme idealists.
They loved their goal more than
their lives. They embraced the
liberation of their people as the
highest goal in their life and they
died for that ideal. Freedom is a
noble ideal. It is freedom which
gives meaning and wholeness to
life. The yearning for freedom
arises as the deepest aspiration
of the human spirit...

s long as there is oppression
dinjustice, as long as there
are people deprived of freedom,

from the world. We do not de-
pend on anybody. We stand firm
on our own legs, on our own soil,
with our own people and fight
with our own hands. Since we are
firmly rooted in our own strength
we stand upright without bowing
to the pressures of others.

y, our liberation struggle
is situated in a complex his-
torical conjuncture faced with new
challenges and new crises. Our
enemy, having firmly closed down
the doors of peace, has embarked
on a course of escalating the war.
The Government is not prepared to
put forward any substantial pro-
posals to resolve the Tamil nation-
al question.

This year the war has intensified

lution from the Sinhalese rulers.

Our freedom struggle has contin-
ued for more than forty years amidst
tensions, turmoils and crises. Our
struggle has taken different forms
at different times, from non-vio-
lent Gandhian agitations to the
present armed resistance move-
ment. i

Yet our cry for justice and fair
play has not touched the con-
science of the Sinhala nation. The
profound suffering of our people,
the tragedies they faced in the form
of death and destruction, the tears
of blood they shed from their an-
guish, have not touched the com-
passion of the Buddhist nation. We
have no alternative other than to

“We are not warmongers who love violence... We want a permanent, stable and honourable peace.
It is because of this reason that in spite of this bloody war, we are keeping the doors of peace open.
One day, when our enemy knocks at our doors for peace, we will extend the hand of friendship.”

there will be liberation struggles.
This is the law of history. The
motor of history is propelled by the
human will to freedom. As a sec-
tion of people belonging to the
oppressed masses of the world, we
too are engaged in a struggle for
liberation...

(At the same time) our liberation
struggle has its specific character-
istics and is structurally different
from other freedom struggles. In
our homeland, in the course of our
struggle, extraordinary sacrifices
have been made which have not
taken place anywhere, at any time
in the history of the world. None
can equal our thyagis in their ded-
ication, deep commitment to the

on an unprecedented scale. We
were able to work out new strate-
gies and stepped up our military
assaults to foil the offensive plans
of the enemy. As a consequence,
the enemy suffered heavier casual-
ties than ever before in the history
of the war. We have impressed
upon the enemy that this land of
ours will not tolerate the incur-
sions of an aggressor.
]:'11 spite of the fact that the ene
y has suffered setbacks in the
war front and faced serious eco-
nomic crisis as a consequence of
the war and in spite of the realisa-
tion that the LTTE cannot be de-
feated militarily, the Sri Lankan
regime has not given up its milita-

continue our struggle, to continue
to intensify our struggle.

€ are not warmongers

who love violence. In ac-
tual fact, spiritually, we love peace.
We want a permanent, stable and
honourable peace. It is because
of this reason that in spite of this
bloody war, we are keeping the
doors of peace open. Wehave not
closed down the path to peace.
We have no such intention. One
day, when our enemy knocks at
our doors for peace, we will ex-
tend the hand of friendship. But
our enemy is committed to vio-
lence. He has imposed an unjust
war on us. Today, the enemy’s
armed forces have come to our

doorstep and are beating war
drums...

eedom is not a commercial
commodity for purchase
and sale Itis can be won by a
people only by struggle and suffer-
ing. Let us continue our journey
towards freedom in spite of the
obstacles and suffering we may
encounter. Letus continue to strug-
gle so that the sacrifices made by
our thyagis and the blood spilled by
our people will not be in vain. We
have already encountered so many
challenges, so many dangers and
$0 many crises in the course of our
struggle. Nothing and nobody
can deter us any more. History
will be our guide and truth will
be our witness. Our thyagis are
the pillars of our freedom move-
ment, whose blood enriches the
history of our freedom struggle,
whose ideal makes our struggle
supreme, whose sacrifices shape
the formation of our nation, whose
memories make our determina-
tion stronger. We salute our thy-
agis - the architects of the free-
dom of our nation.

The gross, systematic and
continuing violations of the
rights of the Tamil people, by
the Sri Lankan government
andits agencies, have beenwell
documented by innumerable re-
ports of human rights organi-
sations and independent ob-
servers of the Sri Lankan scene.

The record shows:

that the attack on the human
rights of the Tamil people com-
menced more than forty years ago; |

that the attack was initially re-
sisted by the Tamil people by non
violent means together with a par-
liamentary campaign for atederal
constitution;

that this non violent resistance
was met with planned Sinhala vio-
lence directed tosubjugate the Tamil
people to the will of a permanent
Sinhala majority within the confines
of an unitary state;

thatthearmedresistance ofthe
Tamil people arose as a defence
against decades of oppressiverule
by an alien Sinhala majority; and

thatinternational law recognises
that the armed resistance of the
Tamil people is lawful and just.

“The armed struggle of the
Tamil people for selt determi-
nation arose in response to
decades of oppressive Sinha-
la rule within the confines of
an unitary state. Itis a strug-

gle that is not only just - it is
also lawful.”

International Secretariatof
the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam
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Good bye, Non Alignment!
Welcome, Multi Polar World!

(with a permanent Indian seat in the Security Council?)

ndian Foreign Secretary J.N.Dixit delivering a2 lecture on
ptember 16, at the influential German Society for For-
eign Policy bade official good bye to non alignment and rolled
out the welcome mat for the ‘emerging multi polar world.’
Speaking at Bonn he said: ‘“We are diversifying our relations.
We have, to use a term in vogue, de-ideologised our foreign
policy”’. Diplomatic observers were quick to comment that this
was Dixit’s way of saying that with the end of the cold war, non
alignment was dead!

Foreign Secretary Dixit went on to speak of a ‘multi polar world’
emerging with several powers such as the European Community,
Japan, ASEAN and NAFTA and made it clear that India wants a
seat as a permanent member of the United Nations Security
Council along with Germany and Japan. “‘If Japan and Germany
alone are inducted as Permanent members of the Security Council,
we will not agree. We have already written to the Secretary General
of the United Nations”’ he said.

Th.is was the first time that a top Indian Foreign Office official
had publicly voiced a demand that was widely considered as
implicit in Delhi’s celebrated calibrated approach to Delhi-US
relations. The question of expanding the Security Council will be
debated at the 48th Sessions of the UN General Assembly which
began on September 21. In its official submission to the UN
Secretary General, Delhi has proposed that the Council be expanded
from its current five permanent and 10 non permanent members to
10 or 11 permanent members and 12 or 14 non permanent members.

Referring to the thorny question of nuclear non proliferation
Dixit said: ** The Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty should be non
discriminatory. We shall not accept unilaterally imposed pressure
on us in regard to our indigenously developed technology.” At the
same time Dixit sought to put a brave face on Delhi’s internal
problems by saying: ‘“We are committed to the pluralistic society
despite challenges. Ethnicity cannot be the basis of democratic
state.”” Foreign Secretry Dixit’s assertion that ‘ethnicity’ and ‘de-
mocracy’ were somehow mutually exclusive exposed the soft under
belly of Delhi’s foreign policy. Diplomatic observers in Bonn
pointed out that it was this myopic approach to struggles for self
determination on the Indian sub continent which served to encour-
age the very outside ‘pressures’ which Delhi appeared to resent.

oincidentally, in the same week that Foreign Secretary Dixit

was speaking at Bonn, the new US Asst. Secretary State for
South Asia Affairs, Robin Raphel, in her first public comments on
the region after being confirmed as head of the newly created South
Asian Bureau, said in Washington: ‘““While India and Pakistan
have got to talk seriously about Kashmir any solution there that
is going to stick and is going to be meaningful must take into
account what the Kashmiri people want for their political
future’’ Delivering the key note address at the Asia foundation
in Washington she added: ““The US has observed that in the 20
years since the 1972 Simla accord was signed between Indiaand
Pakistan it has not been used in any way really to deal with the
Kashmir dispute... Regrettably in the last few years the situation
has deteriorated considerably, much more than it was at the time
that the accord was signed... There was a vacuum in the leader-
ship of the Kashmir people that had inhibited any kind of
political dialogue but this will change. I am happy to report that
they are working on it. They are getting together and organising
themselves so that they have someone who can speak for them as
a whole, as a group... ”’

Mc;nwh.ile, it is reported that at the talks between Delhi and
¢ US in Washington on September 15 and 16, the Clinton
administration gave up pushing Delhi to participate in a five nation
(US, Russia, India, China and Pakistan) conference on nuclear non
proliferation and settled, for the time being, for Delhi’s preferred
option: bilateral talks with the US on those matters of concern to the
US. In October 1963, Delhi and US signed a 30 year treaty on
nuclear cooperation. General Eleciric sold India two small reactors
for its Tarapur station. India reprocesed the fuel, making plutonium
that was to be kept under safeguards operated by the Internatioanl
atomic Energy agency i.e. it could not be put to military use. The
question now was: after the treaty expires next month, do the
safeguards continue? Can Delhi do whatever it wants with the
plutonium it has manufactured at Tarapur? Delhi said: yes,
ofcourse. US said: lets talk about it. And, during the second day
of the talks which dealt with regional issues, the US did talk -
and called for more confidence building measures between India
and Pakistan! Diplomatic observers wondered whether Sri
Lanka also figured in the discussions, particularly in the context

Ethnic Problem? What Efhmnic Problem?

continued from front page
Eclam Tamil journalist and hu-
man rights activist, Subramaniam
Sivanayagam, then Head of the
Tamil Eelam Information Unit, put
it well, in his own inimitable fash-
jon in 1984: “’Imagine a habitual
wife beater who has been at it for
twenty years. Imagine the little
woman protesting, arguing, scr—
eaming, grappling and having
come to the end of her tether one
day, snatching the nearest kitchen
knife to defend herself against fur-
ther attacks. And then she says:
‘You have tormented me enough.
it is impossible to live with you

anymore.’ with that she files pa-
pers for divorce. If you were the
judge, what causes would you at-
tribute to the break up of the mar-
riage? The Sri Lankan Govern-
ment (as probably the habitual wife
beater) attributes the causes to the
wife snatching the kitchen knife
and asking for separation! To any
Oppressor resistance to oppression
is naturally the beginning of the
problem.”’

To Sinhala chauvinism, there is no
ethnic problem. To Sinhala chauvin-
ism the problem is the armed resistance.

$ri Lanka Army's Kilali Misodventure

continued from frontpage

It was a case of back to square one for the Sri Lanka army - but
with more than a hundred Sinhala soldiers dead, almost two hun-
dred wounded and millions of rupees of weapons and ammunition

lost to the LTTE.

’Iﬁel)efence Correspondent of the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times
commented: *‘Day one (of the offensive), with litde or no resistance from
the (LTTE) buoyed hopes and fuelled visions of a major victory. So much so,
media accounts are glowing. But, just, the second day suffered a major set back.
Colonel Sarath Fonseka was advancing with an infantry column from Pooneryn
towards Chavakacheri whenthey faced anunexpected ambush. This wasafter they
had moved four kilometres out of Elephant Pass. They were attacked in strength.
The men who moved on foot protecting the advancing Czechoslovak built Main
Battle Tanks (MBTs) were fired upon, many of them at close quarters.. As they
dropped dead, the TFigers took on the isolated MBTs. As women LTTE
cadres provided fire support, their male colleagues fired Rocket Propelled

“While we appreciate their (European) concern for human rights
and peace in Sri Lanka, we would like to ask them why West
European Governments have joined the United States in playing
political games while hundreds are massacred in Bosnia.” ...says
Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times

Grenades (RPGs). Two tanks were soon ablaze with the men inside. One
more was damaged but was still battle worthy. This single encounter left
more than 70 soldiers, all from the same battalion, dead. An equal number
including Col. Fonseka were wounded. As the battle hotted up, Tigers also
attacked a moving column from the flank... Besides the two MBTs that were
destroyed, security forceslostamong others, ten machine guns, fourlight machine
guns, 72 personal weapons, four RPGs, two 16mm mortars, grenade launchers,
grenades and a large quantity of ammunition... With the serious debacle on the
second day... top-brass at the command room were soon rethinking on the
original aims... The result was a withdrawal at 6 p.m. on 4 October. At
midnight on the same day, the LTTE resumed activity at Kilali. The next
day SLAF reconnaissance flights spotted more than 300 boats. It is now
known that the Tigers had removed a large number of boats from the area
presumably on the advance knowledge that they would come under
attack... The security forces expedition to Kilali has been at the expense of
111 dead, 187 wounded and seven missing in action. Apart from human
casualties, they have lost equipment worth several million rupees. The loss
of equipment is costly not only in terms of money but also of the gain to the

enemy.’’

e Editorial Comment of the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday
Times revealed the concerns of the Sinhala establishment: ‘‘The
main question that is being asked by the people is why this operation was
Jaunched... When the troops finally reached Kilali on Thursday (30 September)
and temporarily sealed the LTTE searoute, the army faced the option of proceed-
ing to Chavakacheri or returning tobase at Elephantbase because itlacked themen
and material to hold captured territory. Military analysts say that the army
command had asked for more brigades from the East to join the force on the thrust
10 Chavakacheri. But the political decision was that troops could be transferred
from the East only if the army could guarantee that the East would continue to be
safe for proposed elections in February next year. Due to lack of man power, the
army could not give such a guarantee for the East... Consequently Operation Yal
Devi was called off and the troops returned to Elephant Pass. There is informa-
tion that another factor which led to the derailing of Operation Yal Devi
was the presence and possibly some pressure from the European Parlia-
mentary delegation now in Sri Lanka. While we appreciate their concern
for human rights and peace in Sri Lanka, we would like to ask them why
West European Governments have joined the United States in playing
political games while hundreds are massacred in Bosnia.”’

of President Clinton’s declaration at the United Nations General
Assembly on September 27 that he was making ‘nuclear non
proliferation one of our nation’s highest priorities’ and that the US
intended to ““weave its nonproliferation strategy more deeply into
the fabric of all our relationships with the world’s nations and
institutions.”’ The question is: how deep is ‘deep’?

of the Tamil people to decades of op-
pression. President Wijetunga recent
speeches expose the true nature of the
cancerous growth of Sinhala chauvin-
ism in the Sinhala body politic.

Meanwhile, informed non govern-
mental sources in Geneva have com-
mented that the political context which
impelled President Wijetunga to deny
the existence of an ethnic problem is
significant. President Wijetunganeeds
foreign aid to meet the staggering annu-
al Rs.20,000 million expenditure on
the Sinhala armed forces. But aid do-
nors (particularly those with Tamil
refugees)are increasingly restive about
continuing to pumpmoney into aseem-
ingly bottomless pit. They have begun
torecognise that stability willnot come
to the island unless the parties to the
conflict sit and talk to each other and
structure a polity where two peoples,
speaking two differentlanguages, having
two differenthistories, may live inequal-
ity and in freedom. Sri Lanka’s rejection
of the recent Nobel Prize Winners Peace
proposal has not gone down well.

Here, the statement of the leader
of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, Velupillai Pirabakaran, that
the LTTE was prepared to consider
a federal structure with the North-
East forming the Tamil homeland
only served to heighten President
Wijetunga’s discomfiture.

On the 5 September 1993 the Polit-
ical Correspondent of the Sinhala con-
trolled Sri Lanka Sunday Times, puthis
finger on the current political reality on
the ground: ‘'With the national politi-
cal parties continuing to grope in the
dark on how to approach the ethnic
issue, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam ongce again seized the opportu-
nity to confound their adversaries by
calling for a negotiated political
settlement.... The Government itselfhas
been at sixes and sevens in the recent
past in coming to grips with the
issue... The ongoing war with little head-
way being made is not only bleeding
the human resources of the country but
also the economy which could only
portend additional problems in the
months to come...”’

Clearly, President Wijetunga badly
needed to boost the morale of his Sin-
hala constituency which was question-
ing awar which was ‘notonly bleeding
the human resources of the country but
also the economy which could only
portend additional problems in the
months to come’. He had also to with-
stand increasing pressures from West-
ern aid donors to resolve the ‘ethnic
conflict’. What better way to buy time
and get over the immediate pressures
resulting from the continuing armed
conflictin the North-East than by bland-
ly asserting: Ethnic problem? What
ethnic problem?

The final assessment of Presi-
dent Wijetunga’s comments may
be left, for the time being, with his
own Cabinet Minister S.Thon-
daman In a recent newspaper inter-
view (reported in the Lanka Guard-
ian of 1 October 1993). Minister
Thondaman was typically circum-
spect but also perceptive: “It is the
experience of history that state-
ments are made by persons in posi-
tions and these ‘statements cannot
be interpreted in isolation. One has
naturally to consider such state-
ments in the context of general na-
tional policy. Persons in positions in
any part of the world are con-
strained to make statements for
many a reason, for example to boost
the morale of a people.”



October 1993

NETWORK

Page 4

Eelam Tamils demonstrate before .
European Parliament Office in London >

— =

elam Tamils in UK be
Elonging to the Associa

tion of Christian
Tamils, British Expatriate
Tamils, Federation of Tamils UK,
London Hindu Association,
North London Tamil Association,
Tamil Refugee Training and Em-
ployment Centre, Tamil Refu-

gee Action Group, Tamil Refu-
gee Housing Association, Tamil
Information Centre and the
Waltham Forest Tamil Sangam
demonstrated before the office
of the European Parliament at
Queens Anne Gate in London on
6 October 1993 against the re-
newed genocidal attack launched

¢...I had occasion once to

A VIEW FROM THE !NEMY,s c

ask a newsman who was censorious about

U

the way we tackled the (ethnic?) problem, why they

were publishing military secrets in their newspapers which
were definitely prejudicial to our war effort.”” (Sinhala Sri
Lanka Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe speaking at a
Public Rally on 15 August at Nawagatiegama in South Sri Lanka)

““Military analysts are of the view that the Tigers have a
growing strength in the plantations - that there is infiltration
from the East to Badulla onwards through Moneragala.
Tiger infiltration in Colombo too is heavy and as many as 150
military wing cadres who had fought the (Sri Lanka army)
and the IPKF were (reportedly?) arrested in Colombo during
the last three weeks. According to official (Sri Lankan)
estimates there are now 10,000 hard core LTTE cadres,
12,000 peripheral cadres and 2000 women cadres. In addition
they have homeguards in most villages who join in when the
Tigers stage an attack in their areas. There are also helpers
drawn from the villages who are used to carry logistics (sic)
during times of battle.” (Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday
Island, 29 August 1993)

‘‘Military analysts say that a consignment of powerful weap-
ons reached Jaffna recently. They included fifty .50 machine
guns for the Tigers to beef up their anti aircraft operations. An
aircraft has to fly at over 2000 feet in order to avoid flak from the
five zeros. It is believed that some of the new machine guns were
used on the (Tiger) attack on 25 August on (Sri Lanka) naval
inshore patrol boats which were themselves fitted with five zero
machine guns. *’ (Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island, 29
August 1993)

‘A new set of military commanders and intelligence oper-
atives had replaced the old in key changes in the LTTE’s
strategy... The new commanders have been appointed by
LTTE leader Pirabakaran over the past two years, sources
revealed.... After the changes, the new Tiger commanders
had staged some spectacular strikes against the (Sri Lanka)
military. There have also been key changes in the Sea Tigers,
an elite unit responsible for seaborne operations and especial-
ly the transport services between the mainland and the penin-
sula across the Jaffna lagoon... (The earlier commanders) had
been replaced with daring young commanders with years of
combat experience, sources said. Since the new set of com-
manders launched operations, probably in January 1992, the
(Sri Lanka) army had lost about 1250 men. The Tigers
overran the army camps at Koddaikadu and Janakapuraand
removed at least Rs.70 million worth of military equipment...
The new set of leaders were not in the public. Their identities,
movements and other details remained secret with rebels
imposing a veil of secrecy.”’ ( Sinhala Correspondent, Sharmi-
na Fernando reporting in the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday

Island, 22 August 1993)
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by the Sri Lanka armed forces in
late September.

The five hour demonstration
which commenced at 1 p.m.
ended with a letter being handed

“Over 1,000 civillans have been killed in the 1
Lankan airforce lacks the technolo

STOP BOMBING JAFFNA

i

lack the technology and advanced
intelligence to pinpoint legitimate
targets. The LTTE for all their
ingenuity lack anti-aircraft defenc-
es. When defence sources say two
LTTE arms factories were de-

he letter co2-iuded: ““The
actions of the Sri Lanka
government are in gross breach
of the humanitarian law of
armed conflict and amount to
war crimes. We appeal to you

hree years bombing of Jaffna ...The Sr
gy and advanced intelligence to pinpoint legitimate

targets...There are no warnings, no air-dropped leaflets announcing operations.”

over for delivery to the Sri Lanka
Committee of the European Par-
liamentconsisting of Ms. Anita Pol-
lock M.E.P., Mr.Stan Newens
M.E.P.,Mr.MetReed ME.P.,Lord
O Hagan MLEP. and Mr.Richard
Simmonds M.E.P.

The letter pointed out : *“Sri
Lanka’s latest offensive against
the Tamil people comes in the
aftermath of its rejection of the
peace proposals put forward by
four Nobel Prize winners in Au-
gust this year. The offensive is
intended to cut off all access to
the Jaffna peninsula, at whatev-
er cost in civilian casualties. In
this way Sri Lanka seeks to com-
pel the Tamil people to surren-
der to its dictate. Its actions
appear to be in accordance with
the views expressed by its Sinha-
la President ten years ago: “The
more pressure that I put on the
Jaffna people the happier the
Sinhala people will be... Really, if
I starve the Tamil people out, the
Sinhala people will be happy.’”’

The letter quoted the recent com-
ments of the British Refugee Coun-
cil publication, Sri Lanka Moni-
tor, on the sustained aerial bom-
bardment of Tamil civilians in
Jaffna :

“Daily life in Jaffna is condi-
tioned by the distant drone of air-
craft engines and the run to the
bunkers behind almost every house.
A phalanx of cyclists waits under
trees by the side of the road gaug-
ing the intentions of the aircraft no
more than silver specksin the glare.
By night the crump of shells from
Karainagar or Palaly thuds
through the darkness triggering a
nightmare chorus of howling dogs.
Over 1,000 civilians have been
killed in the three years bombing
of Jaffna and almost 1,500 have
died from gruesome injuries. An-
other 1,000 children died need-
lessly in 1992 because Jaffna hos-
pitals lack basic drugs and medi-
cal equipment to save them.
...There were no warnings, no air-
dropped leaflets announcing op-
erations. Why should there be?
Afterall, no oneis watching. There
will be no international protest or
outcry... The Sri Lankan airforce

stroyed in another air raid on 30
JulyinVaddukkottai, it means Jaff-
na student Thayaparan Mu-
hunthan, 20, was blown apart and
ten others including two-year old

to tell the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment that the world is watching
and prevail upon it to: stop its
genocidal attack on the Tamil
people and end the aerial bom-

bardment of Tamil towns and
villages.

“Sinhala Army lowers recruitment age
to 17 and minimum height to five foet
to urgently form new combat units"

Sunthararam badly injured. *'

The Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Island reported on
22 August 1993: ““The (Sri Lanka Sinhala) army
command has lowered education qualifications, minimum
height and age requirements for recruits in its search for men
to urgently form new combat units. Anyone who has studies
upto grade five, isnot less than five feet in height and is between
17 and 25 yearsold could join the army. Earlier thearmy sought
those who had passed grade eight, were not less than five feet four
inches in height and were between 18 and 24 years.””

The report added: ““The Sunday Island learns the government has
agreed to release additional funds to raise new battalions and improve
the fighting capabilities of the men after the LTTE wiped out the
Janakapura camp on 25 July... Army headquarters believe that the
necessary number of men could be found expeditiously in view of the
lowered qualifications to join the army. After ten years of fighting and
several thousands soldiers killed and wounded today the army finds
it difficult to find young men to wage war particularly because of

political and military miscalculations resulting in stunning set
backs.”

Srl Lanka army reeruits among sehool students

Mmanwhile the Sri Lanka Army has launched a recruitment drive
ongst school students. The Colombo based daily, the
Virakesari reported on 19 September that a Sinhala Army Commanding
Officer addressing a specially convened meeting of students at Saiva
Pragasa Vidyasalai said: ‘““Those students who wish to join the army
will earn a starting salary of Rs.2500 per month. They will also be
sent to countries such as Lebanon to be trained.” All students
studying at grade 10 and above at the main schools in Vavuniya were
invited for this meeting which was held on Friday 17 September.
Virakesari reported that the Army Officer added: ““Those who wish to
join up for duty in the North-East will be paid an additional incentive of
Rs.600 per month. Please join the army now.”

Joint Operations Command dishanded

I: another move to bolster Sri Lanka’s military efforts, Presi
ent D.B.Wijetunge disbanded the Joint Operations Command
(JOC) in mid September. Under the reorganisation, the armed forces
will operate under the respective commanders of the army, navy and
airforce. The previous General Officer Commanding Joint Opera-
tions, Gen.Hamilton Wanasinghe has been appointed the new De-
fence Secretary,
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