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Valvettithurai Encounter 5

Valvettithurai:- This beautiful coastal town in the north
of Sri Lanka, full of natural beauty, but this peaceful
surroundings had also produced: sons who are courageous and
brave. On the Y4th of Augist I984 after an attack by the
Liberation Tigers of T-mil E3lam on +he Nava forees, this

beautiful coastal town was bombarded by the Navan gun boats

and motar shells of the zrmed foreces and the Tamil peonle

experionced brutal oppression by the Sri LankanSecurity

o

5, once more, This peacefvl, hardwerking fishing community

i

had alrnady experienced barriers to their vocation, as the

Favy had declared the Bea near-by as a surveillancs zono and
created hardships for the fishermen, but after the Y4th of
August, they were to taste more hrrdships and terror.

Sri Lanka T V News:-

Vavuniya has also been attacked. but the exact nmber of
?

casualties 1is as yet unkrown.

Torces had launched g R T

The ¥ nister said that the Security forces has launched =z

major counter oreration against the tarrorists in Valvattithurai,

I'he Minlster said that the damage caused to private nronerty

1 a3

S a result of cross fire was minimgin

nese pichtures show the area, where the search onerations werse

]

arried out,

About 300"persons have been arrested as Gerrorist suspects

but a large number have been released, when it was known that
they were candidates for the advanced level examinaﬁions.

The Minister nointed out that the rumours circulating that the
Navy had used Shells during the operations in Valvettithurai

.

were incorrect, He also said that the Army has now left

Valvettithurai,
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Valvettithurai Encounter - The Facts:~

Pictures of the devastation.

Pollikandy - The soil where the Sonsg of Tamil Eelam
launched their struggle against the Dictatorial Sri Lankan
state by beating off a naval patrol. The patrol had come
there to seize the boats used by :the fishermen, where the
guerrillas made a surprise attack and drove them back them
into the sea,

These scenes of devastation and terror of innoecent civilians
tell their own tale, disproving the lies of the State
controlled Mass Media, which attempted to hide the facts.

Interview with a local man and woman:

From where are you? I am a frightened woman from Folikandy

Has your children been arrested or shot? Ves
arrestaed & Ta

Did anything happen to yourfamily? My son agsd I9 yesars was
shot by the Army.

Why did they shoot him? He was refurning f: work and he wss
shot for no reason.

Is he a Fishermen? Yes, Yes.

Slides of the armed forces - Trucks, Jeaps, Armoured cars ste

L

As usual the Sinhalese army natrols the stree
the Tamil Peopl:s thirst for liberation. On th
a combined convoy of Folice Comrmander unit and
bombed by the wilitan- youths,

O subdue
5th of August
' Yowers

Though the Minister of National Security stated that
Valvettithurzi was not affscted in anyway anc that no
cannons had been usad by the iavy, the fo'lowing Scenas show tha

oy ‘;1.
VLGS -

fhe gaping holes in the walls and roofs show that canrons had
been used by the Nawvy.

The Houses, Cottages and Shops of the area have besn reducod
+ o
-0 ashes,

Houses at will

ek

Theywent through the Streetsy Bylanes lootingﬂthe
! LAY

As usual, the Army did not forget to attack the Cooperativs
Stores‘ and’Shops of the area, so ‘hat the Civilians +ill be
starved of their provisions and thersb; suffer,

These are the few of the fragments of the Shells fired by tha
forces collected at the scene of the incident,

About 50 Boats haves been set on fire by the forces. Most of
them ware costly fibre glass boats, bought on the hard earnad
money of the Fisharmen. Many boats wers sized by tha Navy,
which they took away with them. : -
As fishing is the sclas vocation for generations of

e g odsmal - fatare

of this area, now without these boats, they face

In some of these houses, fans, sewing machines and
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rogether and burnt. This shows that The Arson
and calculated,

e
]
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These Refugaes who have lost their houses, clothes and other
belongings are now aathered in Community buﬁfrn5¥‘ Temnles;
seeiring shelter from the brutality of the Armed orces,

It is significant that the youth are missing from their families.
The sons and brothers of these families numbering more than 500
have been arrested and chargsd of being terrorists.

When interviewed, even Mothers showad a surprising spirit of

Militancy in their old age, in which one could not expact any
emotionalism or idealism.,

One Fotner says - "The only solution fto the cris
establishment of Tamil Eelam™ another says - She
sacrifice her life, if and tha nand arises

Interview

tonl nlace ab Vay=ibih
> ; thess ¢
L nanpla and not be sloves and ©
e want a SAffrgte State., Even if we were to die, we wani
s o nob want to be humiliated by thess fallows

3 41 a
oo .
any mors, We rrefsr to dia.

s o e
attrocitias?

competence
unhold
my, They

thae namns

s ® @ & & s

=3 Owon Sl poH

In the latast S?Pimﬂ of a
Cnrressive Shate %
Ehe following attqe¢,

elam,

Pollikandy - On the 4th of ®ayi198%, the Guerrilles made a lightenin
attack orn the laval Forces -K111nc A men a few gustsined injuries

Valvettithurai - On the 5%» of August in a bomb blast attack on a
convay a jeep was completely destroyed, but the coordinating
Officer was killed instantaneously.

Keradavil ~ On the same day, when the soldiers attompted to arrest
ong of the comrades, he opensd fire and killed one
soldizr and returned to the base safely.

In Jaffna - Freedom Fighters ambushed an armoured car and killed

+ha . masrhinag mim AraratAar A tha annt.



*h? Folice Station,
ntity o arms and

or

Ottisuttan = After 25 minote
2 Policemen were w i 17
ammunition wers

In Jaffna - Again on the 9th day of Aggust , thz guerrillas
cked the Army vatrol, two armcured cars were burnt down.

Mannar - In Mannar on the I2th of August, an Army convoy was
attacked at Woondam01 tt, 2 je ps were demolished and I6 soldi:z:rs
woere killed

the Police station was
Qamaged.

=)

’+h1 ai At Valvettitlhrai as
from 3 directions and was ba

0.
[
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Stilanka TV News:- In the North +od
in the 2arly hours of today rzrz of”
i 3 S?CHTIn” Ministar Ls A:

-f.":.n?\-l_ci ‘11— a2 Pr 55 u
hahﬂﬁwﬂd r1Lﬂrr1ﬂf =X
“'Flot?f refuted claims made br
inside the Police Station died wh-
e zam said that accordin: to one

that pr;soners
was blown unp.
press reporf, The Police

J =
'j ] ('I’ 5]

had blown uv their own staition “rﬂ ointad out the :u“}eiLy of this
rerort. If there had besn any pri Sﬁﬁern nside the Folice Station at
the time 1t was blown up, there 1d been bodies under the
debris. He sighted th as an examrla information sn»nresad by

tha terroristf. Accor gz to Falice informati the number dead was II
and by the time the went back,t nave not be:n any bodies
lyine arround, The u?frOTiSﬁS ha taxen away the bodies.

+

When the Folice evacuated the Chunnalkam Folice otaftion “n the Tith of
nu”uou, They set a bomb there. The bomb went off bring.ng down the
whole building. Aboui 22 bodiss of C.vilians have ba-n recovarad,
”ho 2 comrades who disd thzre were Vaggsanathan

years old from Mailati, S Meekathanan aliss

oid from Chunnakamn.

Later the Army shot at innocent Civilians of the Chunnal
fou can see some of the vietims including 01é Men in the
General Hospital,

4T Chunnakams -the’ Army had killed a middle aged bystander and latsar
hoisted him on the pillar in a public well nearby , anc the Army
was enjoying a joke at the cost of his life, His body was a
supvosed to be a warning to the Tamlls, but for the ownpressecé p
g T o

20nls
of Tamill Eelam, thig act enly reminds them aof 30 ynars of racial
discrimination qnd State Terrorism. Unless there is =n a: struggls
io liberate the Tamils from siich terrorising acths chinegi
T

nere will be annihilation of the Tamil Race
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+amil Front boyeott | ETTEflS TO THE EDITOR
talks on crisis : =y

By 14N WARD in Colombo

THE Tamil United Libera-
tien Front, the politi-
cal party representing Sri
Lznka's 2.500,000 Tamil
minorily, will hoyeolt to-
Jay's discussions on a
iecond legislative chamber
¢ solve the island’s com-
nunal crisis.
Tulf members said last night
2: bad no anlenbion of takiog
. Fresidept Jayewardenc's in-
iaion te send two delegaies
a sperial sesson of hiy al-
rly conference v cxamine
ww the secund chaober mighl
tonslituled,
fovung the Tulf boyveott will
all the otler Oppnrition
rises, ancluding  the  sri
nka Freedom party which s
zded by Mrs Bandaranaike,
* lormer Prime Minster.
Thir Jeyewardene propuses to
'+ 1he second chamber o gain
raler representatios for the
S0My,  im particuiar  the
mils, Bowill comprise two
rited  representiatives  {rom
- of the mation's 24 electrgl
wrs, and  a  further 24
vinated members, makmg a
Yol 74

Consensus row

ine of the main Opposition
#iyms 15 (ha! the numinated
T would  ensure  the
dent's  ultimate  control
lhe new chamber.
he TEvear-old S Lankan
[ I*r is anxious lo puth ahead
(| ¢ the sccond chamber dea,
nective of the Opposition's
ings. Last Saturday, he.indi-
there was 2 consensus
Wrnlg o ats eslablishment,
suause of thes conscasus, he
™od, the question o accepl-
er rejecting the idea need
be debated He merely
¢d te explore during today's
1.ng the mechames of creat-
'the new chamber,
position circles insist that
| fuusensus exists, it is purely
(tn the government's ranks,
Ditical observers believe o
ts special session will finish
E;niu;j\-?l_‘v. The focus will
# lull on the plenary sesvion
ithe all-party conlerence

which is due to begin imme-
diately aflersthe special discus-
sions.

Tulf bas proposed the setting
up of regivnal councils which
would ensure a certain amount
of antonomy for the lamils in
the North aod East.

The rovernment, s apposed
to the idea of regional councils
because it fears these would
place an element of respob-
sibility for delcoce en these
bodies, '

Shelling in Sri Lanka

From Dr R. Niththyananthan

Sir, The seport of the shelling of the
T'arnil fishing village by ihe B

Lankan MNawvy in Jhe Times of

August 8 gives little idea of the
devastation caused by the attack
Reports reaching the Tamil com-
munity in London indicaie that the
foss of Iife may be greater than at
first feared. In  addition, 5,000
people have been rendered homeiess
and three refugee camps have been
se1 upin taffna. _

This termble reiribution  was
inflicted on the defenceless fishing
community for allowing their pori o
be used by Tamil guerrifles 1ravel-
hing between Sri Lanka and Tamil
Nadu in 3outh India 1118 2 measure

of the savagery and sheer barbarity.
of the methods the Sri Lankan
Government is prepared 10 usc in iis

undeclared war. -on the Tamil

inority in the island. :
ml’?‘hc zulhicss and indiscTiminais

g i iniscent of the wariare
:gﬁé:gt:drc&r: less civilized times,
when  enlire communilics  were|
wiped out pn suspicion of harbour-
ing wanicd men. ; :

This latest atrocity is onc the
whoie world must condemn force.|
fully and unequivocslly if there are
1o be no repetitions in the future,
Yours faithfully,
R.NITHTHYANANTHAN,

The Kudil,
179 Norval Read,
North Wembley, Middieses

August B,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITGR

STR—You sugpest in vour leader of
Aug, 16 that the confhicts in nerthern
£ Lanka and llster are comparable,
With respect, this is wiung,

In Ulster thers are two communlties
in conflict io = situation of copstant
physical proximity. The British Army
15 ap external peotral presecce wluch
has as its objectives the suppression of
terrorism sod the separation of the
combatanls. A final fact is that the
Protestants in the South, in Eire, are

relatively safle wmid the Catholie
majority.
Contrast this with wmortbern Srf

Lanka. The population there is almost
exclusively Tamil with Hinduism as the
major religion, The Army which is
ostensibly present tp onaintain Jaw and
order {8 overwhelnungly  Siphals-
Buddhist and even speaks & lanyuage
dilerent from that of the local ovilian
population, It has been proved 1o be
emotions], veopeful and undisciplined

To completes the contrast, thers Is @
sheable Tamil population permanently
settted in the Siophala sreas to the
South which bay been the target of mob
violence gt regular intervals from 1956
oowards, hostages of Sinhala extremism.
It is oo exaggeration to say that these
r'l'a-ﬂm]ra live in » stats of insecurity and
ear,

We do not condone the use of winlence
against security forces carrving vut their
legiimate activity of maintaining law
and order. We El_o condemnn the uncon-

rallad -

Conflicts that cannot be compared

erainet innacent end voarmed avilians

gnd Lbheir property.
P. . NAYAGAM
Ser. Human Rights Councdil,
Btanding Commuttee of 1amila
Lopdon, W.C.L

Terrorist offeasive

EIR—May I cooumend THe Dany Tow
GRaPH for balanced reperting from the
land of my birtb—3ri Laoka, These zre
indeed bard timwes for Sn Laoka—Tamil

terrorists are murdering memiers of -

the Armed forces apd inoocent wviliana,

Terrorists have embarked wpon a
massive offensive and it is a relief that
Guvernment forces have repulsed thess
atracks.  The current campaign by
Tamil tertorists must be dealt with
carefully otherwise isolated incidents—
fur example when armed forces over
stepped their limaty 10 Manhar — will
become only toe frequent.

it is throurh development, tolerunce
end dialogue that Sri Lanka could solve
the ethoic problem; we would eppeal
te the British Government snd the fair
minded British public to etand by Sri
Lanka in the fight against terrorism.
Mr Azahim Wohamed, President of the
United Natiopal Party in the United
Kingdom, thimself 2 Mushm, has
appealed to . the 50,000 Sri Lankan eom-
muaity in Britain to keep calm; the
armed dorces théis time are coocentra
ting om the terrorists in northernm &rf

Lanka apd inoocent Tamil civilians &5 .

the south kave oot been harmed.
_IVAN conza

L. m W




Sri Lanka incidents

From Mr Ivan Corea

Sir, Please permit me to correct an
tnaccurate statement by Dr Nith-
thyananthan (August 21). The town
of Vellvatithurai was never shelled
by the Sri Lankan Navy - the navy
does not possess a ship that could
shell any coastal town.

What the gentleman has omitted
1s the fact that Sir Lanka is fighting a
war against terrorism. Tamil terror-
1sts are robbing banks and murder-
ing members of the armed forces
and 1nnocent Tamils themselves,
Quite recently some Christian
workers were gunned down: their
only weapons were Bibles.

Violence and terrorism will not
solve the . problem: the majority
. community needs to have a dialogue
.. with the minority communities fora
peaceful solution to the ethnic
problem and that is why it is vitally.
important to give the All-Party
Conference convened by President
Jayewardene a- chance.. But the:
- terrorists are.. not interested in
democracy or dialogue. <
Yours sincerly, ;

IVAN COREA, Editor,

New Sri Lanka, _ -
United National Party Central -
Organisation,

9 Janson's Road, N5,

- August 21, :

THaes  Z2ha8- &4



